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To be treated as strictly CONFIDENTIAL and NOT to be published, broadcast or cabled
before 6 P.M. on TUESDAY 25 FEBRUARY 1969

AVERAGE JEEKLY EARNINGS, DECEMBER QUARTER 1968

The figures in the table below are derived from particulars of employ-
ment and of wages and salaries recorded on Pay-roll Tax returns, from other direct
collections and from estimates of the unrecorded balance. The figures relate to
civilians only. Average weekly earnings have been calculated in terms of male units,
i.e. total male employees plus 55 per cent of female employees. This proportion is
derived from the estimated ratio of female to male earnings in Australia. As it was
not possible to estimate the ratio of female to male earnings in the several States
the same ratio has been used in each State. Because the actual ratio may vary between
States precise comparisons between average earnings in different States cannot be made
on the basis of the figures shown.

The quarterly figures shown in money terms are affected by seasonal
influences. Comparisons as to trend are generally best made by relating complete
years or corresponding periods of incomplete years.

Further particulars of this series are published in the monthly
bulletin "Wage Rates and Earnings".

AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS PER EMPLOYED MALE UNIT (a)

iu Seasonally adjusted

N.S.9. . S.A.| o indexes (d)

(b) VlC. Qld (c ) Y.A. Tas. Aust. All Manufact-

$ $ 3 3 $ $ $ industries | uring (e)

1966-67 62.40 63.00 55.60 56.90 58.30 57.40 60.70 186.0 184.3
1967-68 66.00 66.80 58.80 6Q0.40 62.50 61.00 64.30 197.0 195.6

1966 Dec. Qtr | 63.80 64.80 57.80 57.80 59.50 59.50 62.30 18%.8 182.5

1967 Mar. " 60.30 59.80 53.00 55.30 56.80 55.50 58.30 187.0 183.5
June " 64.20 65.10 56,50 57.90 59.00 59.50 62.40 190.4 1881
Sept. " 64.80 66.10 58.10 60.00 60.90 58.80 63.40 194.1 192.2
Dec. 67.40 69.20 61.40 61.60 63.80 63.30 66.20 195.9 193.7

1968 Mar. " 64.00 63.50 55.70 58.80 60.80 58.90 61.90 197.6 197.6
June " 67.70 68.30 59.80 61.30 64.30 62.90 65.90 201.2 200.4
Sept. " 68.40 68.50 60.50 62.50 64.70 60.50 66.30 203.3 202.3
Dec. "(p)| 73.10 73.30 54.70 55.90 68.50 66.20 70.80 208.3 207.2

(a) Includes, in addition to wages at award rates, earnings of salaried employees,
overtime earnings, over-award and bonus payments, payments made in advance or retro-
spectively during the period specified, etc. See explanatory notes above. (b) Includes
the Australian Capital Territory. (c) Includes the Northern Territory. (d) Base of
each index is year 1953-54=1C0. The index numbers shown do not give, at any point of
time, a comparison of actual earnings in "All industries" and "Manufacturing". There
has been no change in the basis of seasonal adjustment of these series. They have not
yet been adjusted by the programs used for other Bureau series, as described in "Seas-
onally Adjusted Indicators 1968". (e) Indexes for 1966-67 are based on the average
earnings of male wage and salary earners employed in factories as disclosed by the
Factory Census. Ffigures 1or periods subsequent to June 1967 are interim estimates based
on Pay-roll Tax returns and are subject to revision when the 1967-68 Factory Census is
tabulated. p - preliminary.
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NOTE. Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning
63 9111 Extension 2347 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of
the Bureau of Census and Statistics. Ref. No. 6.18




